
12 January 2021 
Morden Rec Revitalisation: Initial Consultation Responses 
 
Background 
During December 2020, around 500 leaflets were distributed to properties in the roads neighbouring 
Morden Rec, outlining three possible options for a new multi-sports floodlit AstroTurf pitch (see Annex 1). 
Respondents were asked to state any preference for the options and to feedback any comments, either by 
email or in writing. Fifteen responses were received (see Annex 2) and are summarised below. 
 
Preferred Option 
Overall, option B (new AstroTurf pitch on open space opposite existing bowling green and 5-a-side courts) 
was the most popular, with seven of the respondents stating it as their preference. 
 

 
Option B: 

 

A

B

C

None



Summary of Written Comments 
Overall, proposals were well-received, with respondents supporting improvements to the Rec and increased 
use of facilities. 
 
Comments specific to each option can be summarised as: 
 

• Those in favour of Option A liked that other areas of the Rec remained untouched and that the new 
pitch was very close to the Pavilion and changing rooms. 

 
• One of the main drivers for support for Option B was a desire not to alter the layout of paths or to 

disturb trees and vegetation. It is highlighted as being further away from neighbouring houses and 
so minimises the impact of noise and light. It also offers possibilities for the re-use of the bowling 
green and 5-a-side courts, with a number of suggestions made for the former, such as a community 
garden or mini golf and that the 5-a-side courts are re-surfaced. 

 
• Some concerns were raised overall regarding car parking and the impact of increased cars entering 

the site by users. This is given as one of the reasons to support Option B, as the pitch is closer to the 
car park in this option and so would discourage any additional parking in Middleton Road. 

 
• Of those in favour of Option C, where a number of new youth football pitches are provided, the 

rationale was to maximise use of the space. There was however concern raised over safeguarding of 
students should the pitch within the Perseid School grounds be brought into use as part of this and 
also from residents of Farm Road regarding potential disturbance. 

 
More widely, a number of the comments did not relate to specific Options: 
 

• Several respondents suggested that a small café be opened in the Pavilion to offer refreshments to 
the public.  

 
• There were perhaps fewer objections raised in relation to floodlighting than may have been 

expected, possibly due to the existing floodlighting for the rugby and football pitches, and behind the 
preference for Option B.  
 

• Some questions were raised in relation to any lease with the Council and the relationship with current 
maintenance arrangements.  

 
• Two respondents were opposed to any change and therefore did not state a preferred option, instead 

urging that the Rec stay as it is, drawing a distinction between recreational use and sport. The sports 
ground on Farm Road (formerly used by Merton College but now leased by Tooting & Mitcham FC) 
was suggested as a better site. 
 

• There were also some concerns regarding the environmental impact of an Astro-turf pitch, raising 
questions about rainwater absorption.  

 
• Overall, environmental concerns were expressed a number of times across responses and so this is 

something that needs to be given more attention in developing proposals further. There are also 
more general calls for existing paths to be repaired and disabled access to the site to be improved.  

 
• Encouragingly, there was interest expressed in the proposed Community Share issue and a number 

of respondents asked to be kept updated on developments. 

  



Annex 1: Morden Rec Revitalisation: Options Consultation 
 

Merton Community Sports Association (MCSA) would like to improve community sports facilities at Morden 
Recreation Ground and wants the views of local residents. Following a Business Plan showing demand for a new 
Astroturf pitch, the following three options have been developed: 

 
Option A: New pitch 
on 5-a-side pitches 
and bowling green 
Replaces the existing 
dilapidated and disused 
tennis/5-a-side courts and 
bowling green with a new 
full-sized floodlit hockey 
Astroturf pitch, which 
could also be used for a 
range of other sports 
including football and 
tennis. This would be 
available for hire at a 
discounted rate to local 
residents and clubs and 
would make better use of 
the Pavilion alongside 
Merton Rugby Club. 
Involves removal/ 
replacement of some 
trees and relocation of 
perimeter path.  

 

 
 

Option B: New pitch 
on green space 
Provides a new full-sized 
floodlit hockey Astroturf 
pitch on new space and 
provides space on site of 
the existing tennis/5-a-side 
pitches and bowling green 
for alternative uses (for 
example, extended 
community garden or 
playground – subject to 
additional funding being 
secured). Alternatively, the 
existing 5-a-side/tennis 
area could be re-surfaced 
and the former bowling 
green converted into a new 
use (again, this would 
require additional 
funding). There is likely to 
be less impact on trees and 
paths under this option. 
 
 
  
Contact  
If you would like more information (or larger images), please contact: hello@mordenrec.org.uk. 



 
 

We would welcome your views on these options, or suggestions for other options. Please email: 
options@mordenrec.org.uk, or return this form with written comments in the box below to St Hellier News, 
125 Green Lane, Morden, SM4 6SE by Sunday 10 January 2021. 
 

Comments 
Name and Address (optional):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary) 
 

Background 
There will be significant new development and increased population in and around Morden in the future. 
Accessible, affordable and good quality local sports facilities will be needed for people’s physical and mental 
well-being. Morden Rec is currently underused and neglected, but with facilities (including a pavilion and 
changing rooms) that could be better used. 
 

The Council’s Playing Pitch Strategy (2019) identifies the need for a new artificial hockey pitch in the borough 
and this forms the basis for a Business Plan, which includes use by a range of other sports. In October 2020, 
Merton Council allocated £135,000 from its Community Infrastructure Levy towards the estimated £600,000 
cost of the project. 
 

Merton Community Sports Association is an independent Community Benefit Society set up to improve 
community sports facilities in the London Borough of Merton. The new pitch at Morden Rec is MCSA’s first 
project. Following this initial consultation, a formal planning application will be submitted and further 
fundraising will take place, including a Community Share offer. 

Option C: New pitch 
on green space + new 
youth football 
pitches 
Provides a new full-sized 
floodlit hockey Astroturf 
pitch on new space and a 
grass youth football pitch 
on the site of the existing 
tennis/5-a-side pitches 
and bowling green. 
Alongside rugby, cricket 
and hockey, youth 
football would provide a 
focus for activity at 
Morden Rec, with other 
new grass youth football 
pitches also brought into 
use (including potentially 
one in Perseid School), in 
addition to existing rugby 
and cricket pitches. Some 
additional funding would 
also be required for this 
option. 



Annex 2: Consultation Responses 
 
Respondent Preferred 

Option 
Comments 

1 B The proposal looks very good. At the moment we use the bowling area for 
the children as outdoor space so we would love to keep that and just get a 
new makeover.  It would be lovely to use it properly and have some natural 
play ground equipment (climbing wall, natural wood to balance and logs 
etc.)  Also a planting and growing area would be great we could plant some 
fruit and vegetables. it definitely needs a new turf, but we love that it is 
fenced up and gives privacy. I agree with you that it would be great for 
holiday camps and hiring for birthday parties too. Some of our parents were 
already very interested. That's our thoughts for now, please keep us 
updated. 

2 B I have been on the Morden Park and Playing Fields Trust for many years 
and have tried to deliver most of what you are on the Rec, at a cost of 
approximately   
£50,000 plus outdoor changing rooms. 
We consulted the residents 3 time once on the program once on the design 
and layout. 
Do not underestimate the resistant's to lighting from local residents and 
damage to bird life etc,  possible noise implications , removal grass for 
Astroturf, and a great deal of resistant's years before us to fences on 
proposed for the Golf scheme, and Goals scheme. 
1, I would pick option B for the flood light hockey Astroturf pitch. 
As there are more houses and flats along the Middleton Road (built by 
Sutton Council as part of the deal for the Perseid site) the extra trees may 
help to shield from l, 
My late colleague Maxi Martin and I got the 5 aside pitch's open at no cost 
for use of young people because of endless anti-social behaviour. the 
residents complained about the lights and noise instead. 
2I would move the 2 pitches on option C on the large field as near as 
possible to the railway to limit noise to Farm Road residents. many 
residents use the tree light boundary for dog walking etc 
Residents will reject any proposal for fences.  
3 I would not propose fences but that will mean your Astroturf pitch will be 
used "out of time so the trees may mitigate noise. 
I am happy to discuss all the lessons we have learnt on Morden Park 
Playing Fields it has cost a lot of time and money to get nowhere. 
We also lost a lot of goodwill.     

3 B  1) Ownership & charging.  At present the park is owned by LB Merton and 
all charges are determined by idVerde.  What initial agreements have been 
made with LB Merton to transfer ownership, or to lease, the land required, 
and has there been any agreement with idVerde? 
2) Maintenance etc.  Maintaining pitches is, as you know, a complex and 
expensive business, particularly where Astroturf is concerned.  What is the 
longevity of the project, and what arrangements, including costing, have 
been made towards ensuring the pitches are properly maintained during 
their lifetime?  On the assumption that the land is leased rather than 
bought, what initial arrangements have been made towards the eventual 
return of the land to Merton? 
3) Floodlighting    Floodlighting in parks is a complex issue for a number of 
reasons.  I'm aware that highly directed floodlighting is available, at a price, 
but there is still likely to be considerable local resistance to it.  How have 
you consulted with the community in advance of this more general 
consultation? 
4) Costings  While you are under no obligation to share your costings with 
the community, for an expensive venture such as this it would be useful to 



be able to reassure residents that all 3 options have been fully costed, and 
that you have sufficient funds to cover both construction and running costs.  
 More may come to me in time, but I think that'll be enough for the 
moment!  I think I'd want to get your and Merton's responses to the above, 
particularly point 1, before venturing an opinion on which option I prefer.  I 
would however say that removal of trees is a particularly fraught issue at 
the moment, and I'd recommend avoiding doing so.  

4 C I think option C offers the most variety and best use of the space. I 
particularly like the idea of a community share option. 

5 A A WOULD STILL ALLOW ANY DEVELOPMENT IN THE FUTURE. I 
THINK THE ISSUES WITH THE OTHER OPTIONS IS THAT WITH MORE 
FACILITIES THERE WOULD BE MORE AND MORE CARS ARRIVING 
AND i DON'T THINK THERE IS ENOUGH PARKING. ANYHOW IT'S NICE 
YOU ARE USING THE PUBLIC SPACE FOR THE RESIDENTS 

6 B As a nearby resident and frequent user of Morden Rec I am pleased to 
hear of the proposed improvements. With regard to the placement of the 
hockey pitch I believe the minimised impact on existing trees and paths 
make B the best option. I think the existing unused hedged bowling green 
area would make an excellent space for a community garden. Such a 
project would be something I would be keen to be involved in. Is there 
some way I can keep up to date on the results of the consultation and 
beyond?  

7 B Preferred option is option B as this maintains the existing bowling green 
space which has an established hedgerow and trees. In line with Merton 
councils declaration of climate emergency I think it is important to maintain 
as much biodiversity and mature trees as possible. I also like the idea of 
the community garden and resurfacing the 5 a side pitches, which are often 
in use. I also think there is a gap in the market for a cafe on the 
rec. However, my concern is that AstroTurf is unsightly (and is 
environmentally unsound.) Could the hockey pitch be grass instead? 
Alternative idea would be using the green space on Farm Road instead of 
the rec for the Hockey pitch to avoid it taking over a large part of the Rec.  

8 C Personally I agree entirely that the park could benefit from regeneration 
(especially reuse of the old bowling green) so I would endorse any of the 
three options with maybe a greater preference to option 3 if asked. I live on 
Farm Road so use the park regularly for exercise and to generally enjoy the 
open space. Please accept my support in this campaign. 

9 B We vote for Option B because this would meet everyone’s needs and is far 
less environmentally damaging - loss of trees from owls and birds of prey is 
horrendous and should be actively encouraged by Merton. This would still 
be a family park NOT a sports complex. From past environment studies it 
has been stated that people prefer walking in peace and quiet rather than 
being surrounded by sports area - where the materials used are not climate 
enhancing to the environment. i trust that after this initial consultation you 
will be updating us. We look forward to an update and await your response. 

10 B Of the three options we would support option B as there is less impact on 
existing trees and paths. On a personal note options A & C put the flood lit 
hockey pitch behind our houses which could cause light pollution, noise 
and additional parking in Middleton Road where as option B is nearer the 
car park away from resident housing. Therefore my neighbours and I would 
oppose any other option than B.The only reason by the way that the bowls 
pitch is disused is that Merton Council cut the funding for it. Previously it 
was a well used local amenity used by people of all ages. I’m surprised that 
you mention the football pitch in the special educational needs Perseid 
School a Sports England requirement when the school was built on the 
Risley Football pitches as the safety of the pupils should be of prime 
consideration. 

11 C 22 Evesham Green is voting for option C. Thanks! 
12 C Prefer maximum use of football pitches 



13 None Why the need to change the Rec I will never understand, it is well used by 
all ages of people , we don’t want new pitches put so close to our back 
gardens (as in Option C). The rugby club, pitches and cricket pitch must 
stay. The perimeter path should not be touched or altered in any way. 
Disables, runners and elderly walkers use these, we have trouble with 
people (young) climbing over the fence out back where they wont walk 
around to the gates. I have lived here for 56 years. 

14 None If this pitch is needed, place it on the SPORTS FIELD opposite. Leave the 
recreation ground as natural as possible, for all ages to enjoy. Please see 
attached for some other ideas and improvements that need to be made: As 
a long time resident, I'm pleased that the recreation ground is to be 
revitalised. However, I feel that priorities are wrong, it is a recreation ground 
not a sports ground, all ages need to enjoy the open space. 
1. Repair and resurface all footpaths especially the side adjacent to Farm 
Rd as at present anyone could twist an ankle or trip and fall on the broken 
areas and possibly Sue for damages  
2. Anyone in a wheelchair or mobility scooter cannot easily access the 
ground to enjoy the open space 
3. Reinstate the Bowling Green and putting green so that all ages can enjoy 
the fun (or mini golf) 
4. Provide light refreshments at the pavilion so that people can sit and 
enjoy the space, perhaps place a summer small border of flowers in front of 
the Bowling Green or raised bed Flowers  
5. Resurface the existing five-a-side tennis courts which have been in 
constant use during lockdown, as has the gym equipment. 
The recreation ground already has three rugby pitches and an area for 
cricket I'm sure that these can be adapted for football. Younger footballers 
can already use the facility in the field in Farm Rd (which was that of 
Merton College), will not we do not require anymore pitches, especially not 
an artificial Astro turf one. This prevents rainwater from permeating the 
ground. Leave it natural and accessible for all ages to enjoy the peace and 
tranquilly of a stroll in nature with family and friends as mentioned 
previously it is a recreation ground.  

15 A I was very interested to read about these proposals because I've lived in 
Farm Road all my life - since 1933. Obviously, my family and I have made 
much use of the Rec over the years and I still walk around it whenever the 
weather is good. The trees and open space are a real benefit in this part of 
London. I can remember when, during WW2, the football pitches were dug 
up to grow wheat and vegetables as part of the Dig for Victory campaign. 
However, I'm not sure how successful that actually was! 
 
My first choice would be Option A, and Option B is my second choice. This 
is because I feel that there is much more likelihood of achieving the 
necessary levels of funding for these proposals than for Option C. You say 
that Option B would have "less impact on trees and paths" than Option A. 
Nevertheless, since the small number of trees removed would be replaced 
and the path relocated this doesn't seem to be too detrimental to the 
environment or to our enjoyment of the Rec as walkers. I would be very 
happy to see a new sports pitch used regularly by community groups - 
particularly young people. 
 
I wish you well with this project and I look forward to hearing about your 
progress.  

 
 


